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   Since 1954       Tidewater Chapter of the American Guild of Organists              May 2020 

. . . . . .  from our Dean 

Dear Tidewater Chapter Members, 

When I last wrote to you at the end of February, we were 
gearing up for one of the busiest times of the year: Lent, 
Passover, Holy Week and Easter, and a very busy Spring 
arts season.  Our signature Organ Swell series was all 
planned and players were preparing their programs.  With 
COVID-19 bringing all our plans to a screeching halt, we 
find ourselves in a new reality.   

Uncertainty, fear, anxiety, loneliness, boredom, exhaustion, 
and depression are all feelings that many of us are facing each day.  However, 
through it all, I hope that you are finding that, during these difficult times, music is a 
balm that can soothe us and our respective communities.  Perhaps you are practicing 
more than ever before, tackling some of your bucket-list pieces that you never had 
time to learn.  Perhaps you are sharing music videos with your congregations, giving 
them comfort, hope, and a sense of connection.  Perhaps you are checking in with 
your choir members, doing virtual rehearsals, or 
just virtual happy hours.  However you are coping, 
I hope that music is still playing a big role in your 
life. 

I am thankful to Pat Spoettle for organizing this 
year's officer elections.  I am confident that dean-
elect Deborah Carr and sub-dean-elect Pat Spo-
ettle will lead the Tidewater Chapter brilliantly for 
the years to come.  We are developing a program 
for next season that will include some flexibility in 
case we are not fully back to 'normal'.  If you have 
suggestions, please don't hesitate to contact me, 
Deborah, or Pat. 

In the meantime, I encourage you to take time to 
call or email your fellow Chapter members, 
friends, neighbors, and check in to see how they 
are doing.  Make music, read books, finish cross-
word puzzles, play board games, and spend time 
with your families.  Share your success stories 
with us.  We will get through this! 

Best Wishes, 

Kevin Kwan 

Dean 
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2019 - 2020 Season 
American Guild of Organists Tidewater Chapter 

 

Christ and St. Luke’s Episcopal Church  Come hear the grandeur of the newly restored pipe organ of Christ & St. Luke’s Church, 

560 W. Olney Rd, Norfolk, VA       one of Hampton Roads’ most glorious concert venues. Nathan Laube has quickly earned a  

           place among the organ world’s elite performers. His brilliant playing and gracious demeanor  

           have thrilled audiences around the world. 

            Free admission; Champagne Reception to follow. 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church  David Goode is organist at Eton College, home to an important collection of historic  

300 36th St., Va Beach, VA  instruments and some of the United Kingdom’s most talented young organists. 

   Goode was a music scholar at Eton College and an organ scholar at King’s College, 

  Cambridge. He combines his work at Eton with an international concert career.  

   Open to all with a retiring offering received. 

 

 

 Southside location TBA Five of our favorite organists combine to offer their top choices 

of choral anthems/organ pieces that work for church and choir. This is an opportunity to  

find some “tried and true pieces” to add to the standards we use, and to give us all fresh 

music  

to explore. 

 

 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church This workshop is a repeat of the November repertoire workshop offered to our membership  

45 N. Main St., Newport News, VA living and working on the Peninsula.  

 

 

 

450 Dinwiddie St, Portsmouth, VA  Tidewater AGO Members will delight us with this combined recital on the newly restored  

   Casavant Organ. The sanctuary was damaged by fire in January 2018 and the organ was  

   removed  and restored. The organ is back in its church home and this concert will celebrate  

   its glorious new voice.  Free and open to all. 

 

 

   The Tidewater Guild organists team with professional instrumentalists to present music for     

  Organ with Instruments as well as the Solo repertoire of the King of Instruments. A complete 

  listing of the 6 concerts will be available on our web site in early March 2020. 

 

 

Christ and St. Luke’s Episcopal Church Amanda Mole is one of the leading concert organists of her generation and the winner of   

560 W. Olney Rd, Norfolk, VA numerous international competitions. She has performed at venues across the USA,  

   Europe, and Japan. Tickets available through the Virginia Arts Festival Box Office or at  

           the door. 

 

ALSO CANCELLED 

 
AAM Conference in Richmond,  

scheduled for June 21 - 25: postponed until 2021 

AGO National Convention in Atlanta,  

scheduled for July 6 - 10: cancelled 

Richmond Chapter POE+,  

scheduled for July 26 - July 31: postponed until 2021 

Virginia Wesleyan's 2020 Sacred Music-Worship-Arts 

Summer Conference  



Upcoming FANFARE Publication Dates 

 

September 15th - November 1st, 2020 

(Deadlines are generally 2 days before publication) 

 

 

 

DEAN:  DEBORAH CARR 

SUB-DEAN: PATRICIA SPOETTLE 

SECRETARY:  GEOFFREY BELL 

TREASURER/REGISTRAR: WILLIAM HAMNER 

 

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE:  CARINA STURDY,  

NICK STELTZER, ROY BELFIELD  



I'm doing handbell and adult choir rehearsals via Zoom. It's actually  

going pretty well! It's impos-

sible to work on things like 

blend, timing, and intona-

tion, of course. BUT, you 

can socialize, listen to music 

together (via the Screen 

Share function of Zoom), 

and discuss technique. Hopefully, that will help us hit the ground 

running once we're back together. Attached is a photo from one of 

our sessions  Ginny Chilton 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church,  Hampton 

How have you adapted to life under COVID 19?? 

Greetings from Saint Bede! 
 
We were cleared to use music on our livestreams starting on Palm 
Sunday. We celebrated those liturgies with Cantor and Organist 
using our originally planned hymns. For our Triduum liturgies, Aa-
ron Renninger, our director of music and liturgy, figured out how to 
fit a quartet and organist into 
the allotted ten people! We 
all wore many hats during 
these liturgies. Aaron and I 
both lectored at our Easter 
Vigil, and Aaron served a 
Thurifer for two masses! Our 
quartet supplied such won-
derful pieces as Byrd’s Ave 
Verum, Achinger’s Regina 
Caeli, and Victoria’s Popule 
Meus. When we did a drive-through Palm distribution, we sent the 
worship aids that we had produced for Triduum and Palm Sunday 
home with the congregation members.  

Now that we are past Triduum, Aaron and I are back to the Cantor 
and Organist arrangement. We are posting PDFs of the hymns for 
use with the livestreams. I have never had quite this much time to 
prepare for each mass I play before, so I have plenty of opportunity 
to dress up the hymns. I find one of the strangest parts of playing 

mass for only a few people is the lack of 
people talking during the postlude!  

Throwing together a sound system that 
feeds directly into the computer doing 
the livestream proved an interesting chal-
lenge. With the hard work of Aaron and 
Father Cassidy Stinson, we have a sys-
tem that so far has held up well! From 
the organ bench, putting together regis-
trations that do not balance in the room 
feels very strange. I have found that re-
ducing the dynamic contrast that I would 
normally use for a mass comes through 
much better on a recording.   

Outside of mass, I have been working on recording projects, learn-
ing new repertoire, and messing around with recording all of the 
parts in a handbell choir. I miss the weekly rhythm of planning, re-
hearsing, and playing mass, but this opportunity to connect with my 
choirs in other ways and work on my own musical self has been an 
interesting journey!  

I look forward to the day when our congregations can return, but in 
the meantime, stay healthy and God bless! 

Carina Sturdy 
Associate Director of Music 
Saint Bede Catholic Church 

Attached please find my arrangement on  "Didn't My Lord Deliver Daniel"  

- surely a text for our times. Here are three pages for Fanfare! Please just use it as you wish as an offering 

to the chapter. The arrangement is for manuals, so our chapter members only need access to a piano to be 

able to try it out. Then they can have fun finding interesting registrations when they get to the organ. 

Best Wishes.....John S. Dixon 

   When one's profession ceases to provide income and one 
begins to consider other options, even though realizing that 
doing almost anything these days puts one at great 
risk............... 
 
   I never considered a trip to the grocery store to be worthy of 
joyful anticipation, but March 13, 2020 changed my attitude 
following the first attempt to restock my larder! The actual en-
counter with another human being was strangely energizing 
and drove me to begin plowing through piles of unread corre-
spondence not sufficiently important enough to read during 
the past several months! Numerous trips to the recycling bins 
have provided opportunities for exercise, which further ener-
gized me to launder stacks of clothing for donation to thinner, 
younger ladies who may find jobs again! 
 
   These edifying endeavors have revved up my languishing 
brain to the point of revisiting the manuscript of a book I com-
pleted in 1997-98, which at the time brought  "so sorry's" from 
three major publishers, all of whom wrote me that it was "too 
specialized" to sell in quantity! When did a book on the sub-
ject of piano literature and the teaching thereof become "too 
specialized?" Oh, well, perhaps I shall write to three 
more publishers while waiting in my car in the grocery pick-up 
line! 
 
    Now that there are no recitals on the horizon nor no sum-
mer substitute church engagements, and, also due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, the AGO 2020 National Conven-
tion has been cancelled, I think I'll attack some of the 20+ box-
es in storage which hold the results of my labors over dec-
ades in churches and universities!  Then, there is always 
the weekly journey to the grocery store, which never has toilet 
paper but may possibly have Mirassou Chardonnay! 

Peggy Kelley Reinburg  









Job Opportunities 

Trinity UMC in Smithfield is looking for a part-time organist.   

 The salary range for this position is currently $14,000-$18,000. The position requires a 

 weekly choir rehearsal on Wednesdays and a church service on Sundays at 11:00.  

Interested candidates should please contact Richard Winfree  

at music@mytrinity.org or 757-814-7108.  

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Hertford, NC is looking for a part-time         

  organist/accompanist for their weekly service (one service @ 10 AM Sundays).   

  For more information, please contact Joan Ernst at joanjohndestiny@gmail.com 

The Episcopal Church of the Ascension in Norfolk is seeking a Director of Music  

  to play the organ and to lead music in the life of the church.  

   Contact Stewart Tabb stabb@ascension-norfolk.org for more information.  

mailto:joanjohndestiny@gmail.com
mailto:stabb@ascension-norfolk.org


                                           Deborah CARR (757) 406-4970 - deborahlcarr@cox.net 

 

          Rebecca DAVY, AAGO, BM, MM, MA (757) 645-3431   - bdavy@brutonparish.org 

 

                               John S. DIXON, CAGO JohnSDixon@aol.com  
 

                                      Darrell DUNFORD      (703) 624-5309  -  darrelldunford@gmail.com 

 

                      Dr. James W. KOSNIK, SPC (757) 683-4068 - jkosnik@odu.edu 

 
                                      Kevin KWAN, MM (757) 627-5665 - kevin.kwan@christandstlukes.org 

 
                  Liam LEES, CAGO, DipL, LLCM (252) 548-0180 (text)  -  llees@stjoanofarcva.org 

 

                            Thomas MARSHALL, MA Oct4@aol.com 

 

                                   Bradkey R. NORRIS (757) 256-6861 - brnmusic@netzero.com 

 

                                  Michael REGAN, MM (757) 489-8168 - reganmg@aol.com 

 

   Peggy Kelley REINBURG, BAMus, MMus     (757)-625-5888 - Rvirginia@aol.com 

 
                               Holly B. SUNDERLAND (757) 436-6868  

 

                               Carina STURDY, AAGO carinas@cox.net 

 

                      Jean L.  THIEL, DMA, AAGO (757) 963-7487 - jlthiel@cox.net  
 

Tidewater Chapter Substitutes 

Tidewater Chapter Piano & Organ Teachers 

       Organist            Phone   Email 

Gustavos Andres  WF   812-219-0585 gusandress75@gmail.com 

Geoffrey Bell   WF  757-442-0607 bellgeoffreyt@gmail.com 

Deborah Carr   WF  757-406-4970 deborahlcarr@cox.net 

Darrell Dunford   SWF  703-624-5309 darrelldunford@gamail.com 

Grace Holdren  WF  757-434-8187 bandgholdren@gmail.com 

Kevin Kwan   WF  415-613-7325 kikwan@gmail.com 

Liam Lees   WF  252-548-0180 (text) llees@stjoanofarcva.org 

Dorothy Lorenz  SWF  757-650-5041 crittercareinc@cox.net 

Mike Regan   WF     reganmg@aol.com 

Peggy Kelly Reinburg SWF  757-625-5888 rvirginia@aol.com 

Marj Setnicky   WF  757-582-3978 setnicky@hotmail.com 

Lisa Smith   SWF  703-868-0818 lisa.smith567@gmail.com 

Carina Sturdy   WF  757-784-8958 carinas@cox.net 

Holly B. Sunderland  W  757-436-6868 

Chi Yi Chen Wolbrick  WF     cwolbrink@baysidepresby.org 

KEY:       S=Services;      W=Weddings;      F=Funerals 
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mailto:Oct4@aol.com
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While we are all at home, mastering our newest skill of social distancing, the 
AGO is here to help our members stay as connected as possible.  
 

This week, we are highlighting the third installment of our "Master Series" fea-
turing our much beloved colleague, AGO Past President Fred Swann. For those 
of us who miss playing our cherished instrument in front of a live audience, we 
invite you to grab a cup of coffee, tea, or your favorite beverage and sit back 
to enjoy this five part series on YouTube.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSJ9JGlhsPJtUr8QXiCazGiK_9ID0_wTB 
 

Please let us know if you have ideas or suggestions on ways we can stay con-
nected. We would love to hear from you! 
 

Stay well, stay safe and stay connected! 
 

  

Your AGO Membership Team 
members@agohq.org  

Michael Regan  

...preparing service music 

during this “crazy new 

world of church music”! 

https://u8997589.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=r-2FmukgTX2o5uvYX12oZnHG6YzWTT2bQhU8-2B-2BHnmGCrz3Komhnzr1OYfCrFqx6Pm1mEVnVxDvTWEafz7Z6nEjowbVtDDeejmgvb8V8fNiNyW1RPSalsraMeLtIedtzeNm-2FfoB07GMGxFONpQdH7SvBrlJ5K41tnFYNqtyv3rDh4RUKFH0ZMyyPXXF44CgFbHlrgVG_RKUXshy0

