Dear Tidewater AGO members,
Again, we end the summer and begin our fall with renewed
enthusiasm and vision of our plans for the upcoming new year. If
you are like me, we had time for personal refreshment and enlighten that is wonderfully needed and healing. But, in addition to travel, relaxation, and family fun, we take on many hours and days of
planning and scheduling, so that our year will proceed without too
many bumps in the future horizon. Blessings to you and your
plans, stay calm, but always expect the unexpected.
Many, about 250 registrants, were able to participate in the Regional Mid-Atlantic Region AGO Convention in Richmond, VA in
late June. The recitals and workshops were at the highest levels of
expertise. Richmond and our region have recitalist and clinicians
of national and international stature. We thank the leadership of
the Richmond chapter for hosting this outstanding event. Kudos
ant thanks are given to Carina Sturdy, our Tidewater competition
winner, who won second place in the Quimby Competition for
young artists.
Representative Tidewater AGO participants are pictured below.

Included in this Fanfare publication is a list of chapter sponsored recitals and events. We thank Collin Richardson, Chi Yi
Chen, and Kevin Kwan for their help in generating this program of
events. Please make an effort to participate in these programs.

If you would like to publish information about programs and
events specifically related to your churches and places of worship
in our newsletter Fanfare, please send that information to MaryWilliam Baines at kmkservicesinc@aol.com. Please note the future deadlines for publication.
November 7, 2017
February 12, 2018
April 16, 2018
This is our year for elections of officers and executive board members. If you would like to be a part of the Tidewater AGO Executive Board, please contact Pat Spoettle at paws-va@peoplepc.com,
who is the chairperson for nominations.
Thanks to all,
Dean Martin Sunderland

OFFICERS 2017-2018
Dean: Dr. Martin Sunderland
Secretary: Geoffrey Bell
Registrar/Treasurer:
Dr. William W. Hamner, Jr.

American Guild of Organists, Tidewater Chapter
2017-2018 Programs
Monday, September 11, 6:00 PM at Mermaid Winery, Norfolk, VA

Fall Social Gathering
Casual gathering to kick off the year

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
2016 - 2018
Deborah Carr
Kevin Kwan
Bradley Norris

Sunday, October 1, 4:00 PM at Christ & St. Luke’s Church, Norfolk, VA

Reformation Hymn Festival
Co-Sponsored by Virginian Wesleyan University
Chapter Organists & Festival Choir, led by Martin Sunderland
Tuesday, November 14, 7 PM at St. Benedict’s Parish, Chesapeake, VA

2016 - 2020
Marty Barstow, AAGO
Chi Yi Chen
Dr. Colin Richardson

Phillip Brisson Recital
Contact: Jeanne Dart (757-420-4941), jdart@afo.net
Sunday, January 28, 2018, 4 PM at First Presbyterian Church, Virginia Beach, VA

Carina Sturdy Recital
Contact: David Kunkel

Newsletter Editor:
Mary-William Baines
KMKServicesInc@aol.com
Director of Organ Swell:

Saturday, February 24, 2018, 10 AM at St. Andrew’s’s Episcopal Church, Newport News, VA

Mary Beth Bennett Workshop on Improvisation & Service Playing

TBA - Not Confirmed

Suggested for April at Gloria Dei, Hampton, VA

Pedals, Pipes & Pizza

Deborah Carr
Website Coordinator:
Geoffrey Bell
gtbell@vwc.edu
Immediate Past Dean:
John S. Dixon
Regional Councilor:
Glenn Rodgers
Website:
http://TidewaterAGO.org

Sunday, May 13, 2018, , 4:00 PM at First Presbyterian Church, Virginia Beach,VA

Virginia Arts Festival Concert: Duo MusArt Barcelona
Co-Sponsored by the Virginia Arts Festival & Tidewater Chapter AGO
Various Dates & Venues, May 2018

Organ Swell Concerts
Featuring outstanding organists from the Chapter performing with Virginia Symphony
Orchestra musicians. This series provides a rare opportunity to hear a
wide range of music for organ and instruments.

Fanfare Deadlines
November 7, 2017 - February 12, 2018 - April 16, 2018

September 5, 2017
Tidewater (Va.) Chapter
726 Redleafe Circle
Chesapeake, VA 23320-3224
Dear Dr. Sunderland,
Thank you for your chapter's contribution to the AGO. Your chapter's generous gift of $150.00 to
the Annual Fund (Chapters) was recorded on August 24, 2017. Our donor list will be published in the
December issue of THE AMERICAN ORGANIST Magazine.
The American Guild of Organists fosters a thriving community of musicians who share their
knowledge and inspire passion for the organ. Your generous contribution helps to support this mission
through educational programs, outreach, and member services that otherwise could never be supported
by membership dues alone.
Please extend our thanks to the members of your chapter executive board for this gift. Thank you again
for your support of the AGO!
Sincerely yours,

F. Anthony Thurman, DMA
Director of Development and Communications
American Guild of Organists
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1260
New York, NY 10115
212-870-2310
212-870-2311, ext. 4308 (direct)
212-870-2163 (fax)
fathurman@agohq.org

Fall 2017

Sunday, September 18, 7:30 PM

Norfolk Chamber Consort

George Frederick and His Frenemies, featuring music by Mattheson, Porpora,
and two Handel organ concertos.
Tickets at the door $25, Students $10.

Sunday, November 12, 6 PM

Faure Requiem & Bernstein Chichester Psalms
Sung by the Parish Choir with orchestra

Sunday, December 3, 5:30 PM
Sunday, December 10, 4 PM

Advent Lessons and Carols
Stephen Coxe & Friends

Bach's Wedding Cantata 202, and music by Britten, Brahms, Boulanger, Coxe, Messiaen.
Tickets $15, Students $5.

560 West Olney Road—Norfolk, VA 23507-2135 Phone: (757) 627-5665 Email: office@christandstlukes.org
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St. Cuthbert’s Church - London, UK

Music from St. Andrew’s
Friday, October 13, 7:30 p.m.:

Dr. John Cummins, organist, will perform an eclectic program (details to be announced).
A regional artist, John Cummins is the organist-choirmaster of St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Winston-Salem NC.
He has appeared on programs in many places, and he has also recorded a CD of the famed Schoenstein organ at
First Plymouth Congregational Church in Lincoln, Nebraska, for the Pro Organo label.
This program is free with a free-will offering.
Sunday, November 5, 5:00 p.m.:
The St. Andrew's Parish Choir will sing Choral Evensong as part of the church's annual Fall Festival in observance
of All Saints' Day. Music will include a setting of the canticles by C. V. Stanford, Responses by contemporary
British composer Philip Moore, and "In paradisum" from the Requiem by Gabriel Faure'.

St. Andrew's Episcopal Church is located at 1004 Graydon Avenue in Norfolk.
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Upcoming Events
PEGGY KELLEY REINBURG will present a lecture-recital for
the Richmond Chapter, AGO, on Tuesday, November 7, 2017
At 7:00pm at River Road Baptist Church, Richmond, VA. This
presentation, "The Liturgical Potential in Selected Organ and
Piano Works of Jehan Ariste Alain," was one feature of our
chapter's Regional AGO Convention in 2009 and subsequently has
been presented for the combined Northern Virginia and Potomac,
MD Chapters and for the combined Cumberland Valley, MD and
Chambersburg, PA Chapters. Future presentations are currently
being scheduled for 2018 through 2020.

SAINT BEDE CHURCH, WILLIAMSBURG
Wednesday, October 4, 2017 1:00 p.m. Trinity Organ Concert Series.
Organist Aaron Renninger will present
"Music of France - Travel through the Centuries"
featuring music by Franck, Dupré, de Grigny, Messiaen, and more.
A reception will follow. Join us for this FREE one-hour concert at
Saint Bede Catholic Church, 3686 Ironbound Road, in Williamsburg.
For more information, call (757) 229-3631, or visit www.bedeva.org/concerts.

James Kosnik - Fall 2017 Concert Calendar
September 13 - 7:30 PM
Golliher- Kosnik voice & piano Duo with guest artist, Patti Watters, flute
Chandler Recital Hall, Old Dominion University
September 18 - 7:30 PM
Organ Concerto Soloist: Handel: “The Cuckoo and the Nightingale,”
Conducted by Dr. Andrey Kasparov with Norfolk Chamber Consort orchestra
Christ & St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Norfolk
October 1 - 3:30PM

Nov. 05 - 7PM

Guest Artist/Organist Concert
Christ Episcopal Cathedral - Lexington KY
Annual Faculty Organ Concert with Guest Artist Ali Calvert Miller, harp
Larchmont Methodist Church, Norfolk
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The Center for Sacred Music at Virginia Wesleyan University will join
with the Tidewater Chapter to present “Reforming!” – a hymn festival on Sunday, October 1, at 4:00pm, at Christ & St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 560 W. Olney Road, Norfolk, to commemorate the
500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. Chapter members
Marjorie Setnicky, Kevin Kwan, Bradley Norris, and Stephen Cook will perform chorale preludes on Luther tunes,
the congregation will sing Luther’s hymns and a massed
choir under the direction of chapter Dean Martin Sunderland, will present several anthems, accompanied by The
Wesleyan Festival Brass.
By the time of Luther, pained Christians had been crying out
for renewal and a reinvigoration of the Church of Rome for
nearly two hundred years, but it was Martin Luther’s nailing
of 95 theses on his cathedral door that kick-started a movement that no one could have imagined.
We tend to think of the word ‘protestant’ as a group of nonCatholic Christians, or in militant terms considering the
boundless number of ‘protests’ we see throughout the world,
but the origin of the word is the Latin protestari which means
to “bear witness” – or “to tell” – neither the activist’s angry
outcries, nor the silent ‘protests’ of pacifists, but instead, Luther’s protest called on Christians to bear witness to the
Truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ through five bold affirmations (or ‘solas’): Sola gratia – “by grace alone;” Sola fide –
“by faith alone;” Sola Christus – “Christ alone;” Sola scripture
– “Scripture alone;” and Soli Deo Gloria – “to God alone (be)
glory.”
Students of history will know that Luther never intended to
leave the Church of Rome, only to ‘reform & reinvigorate’
those areas which he felt had veered from their origins. And
in fact, between 1545-1563, with the Council of Trent, the
Church of Rome did just that in its official examination of the
frustrations lodged by the Reformers. For hundreds of
years, the Protestants and the Roman Catholics seemed to
forget they once were one, and both Luther and John Calvin
were often less than gracious when it came to the Church of
Rome, but that was then; this is now. Protestants can still
be “happily reformed” as Scott Hoezee at Calvin Seminary
says, “without taking swipes at each other.”
Many Protestant denominations now have official joint statements
with the Roman Catholic Church in a variety of areas, and even climate change deniers don’t disagree with the Pope’s recent call to
care for our “shared home,” the earth. As the apostle Paul knew,
when you are steeped in grace, and baptism gives you a new identity in Christ, then graciousness follows. While we remember the
struggles and triumphs of the Christian Church throughout the years,
the talk and grapple for renewal is a continuous mission, but now
with a spirit of love and generosity.
(Chapter members are encouraged to advertise the October 1 hymn
festival to their congregations, and if choir members wish to be part
of the day’s choir, email sbilly@vwu.edu for details.)
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“Reforming!” (details at left)
Sunday, October 1 / 4:00pm
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Thursday, November 9 / 11:00am
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“Hand-Crafted Guitars: All in the Wood”
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The Virginia Wesleyan University Concert Series presents the following concerts
this semester in Hofheimer Theater in the Fine Arts building. Parking is available
near the building and the guard at the campus entrance will direct. Reservations
may be made by calling 757-455-2101. Tickets are $15-adults/$10-seniors, students,
active-duty military. Complete details can be found at www.vwu.edu/arts .

s of Black Women in Church Hats”

er 24 / 4:00pm

byterian, 333 Cedar Road, Chesapeake.

the church’s Candlelight Concert Series, this
merican spirituals, against a backdrop of images
h first-person accounts compiled by Michael Cunnarrated by Rev. Veronica Thomas (First United
a Bass, Cassandra Howard, Patrice Glover, and
ophone, and George Stone, piano. (donations

The Tidewater Classical Guitar Orchestra
Friday, September 15 / 7:30pm

The Harbor String Quartet - “Music from the Movies”
Monday, October 30 / 7:30pm
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Tuesday, November 7 / 7:30pm
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Virginian Wesleyan University and the Tidewater Chapter will co-sponsor a

Reformation Hymn Festival
On Sunday, October 1, at 4:00 PM,
at Christ & St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Norfolk., VA
See pages 2 & 8 for more details
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Very Important Information from our national organization,
please read and take note
The National AGO has reached agreement with the Federal Trade Commission, listed below. Following that statement is a letter of explanation from James E.

Thomashower, executive director, AGO, and Michael Bedford, president, AGO. Please honor the agreement in your individual practices.

FTC Approves Final Order and Consent Agreement with American Guild of Organists
Following a public comment period, the Federal Trade Commission has approved a final order and consent
agreement in which the American Guild of Organists agreed to eliminate rules that restrict its members from
competing for opportunities to perform.
Announced in March 2017, the agreement between the FTC and the American Guild of Organists resolves the
agency’s complaint that the guild’s rules restrained competition and harmed consumers in violation of the FTC
Act. Under the guild’s code of ethics, if a consumer wished to have someone other than an “incumbent musician” play at a venue for a wedding, funeral or other service, the consumer was required to pay both the incumbent and the consumer’s chosen musician. The guild also developed and publicized compensation schedules and
formulas, and instructed its chapters and members to develop and use regionally applicable versions to determine charges for their services.
The order requires the American Guild of Organists to stop restraining its members from soliciting work as musicians, and to stop issuing compensation schedules, guidance, or model contract provisions for members to use
to determine their compensation. The guild must implement an antitrust compliance program, and is required
under the order to stop recognizing chapters that fail to certify their compliance with the order’s provisions. The
Commission recognizes the guild for taking steps to promptly comply with the proposed order and discontinue
the identified practices at the earliest feasible time.
The Commission vote approving the final order was 2-0. (FTC File No. 141 0194; the staff contact is Karen A.
Mills, Bureau of Competition, 202-326-2052.)
The Federal Trade Commission works to promote competition, and protect and educate consumers. You can
learn more about how competition benefits consumers or file an antitrust complaint. Like the FTC on Facebook,
follow us on Twitter, read our blogs and subscribe to press releases for the latest FTC news and resources.

Statement to Members About FTC Settlement Agreement
FTC Settlement Statement
[To be dated and executed once the FTC order is issued.]
Dear Member:
As you may know, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has conducted an investigation concerning certain provisions in the
American Guild of Organists (AGO) Code of Ethics and other documents. The investigation focused on:
• A Code of Ethics provision that prohibits members from applying for a position held by someone else unless there has been a
public announcement of a vacancy for that position;
• A Code of Ethics provision that requires a member engaged for a wedding, funeral, or other service to (1) obtain the approval
of the incumbent musician before accepting, and (2) tell the party requesting the service to pay the incumbent his/her customary
fee; and
• The AGO’s publication of (1) lists and schedules of compensation and fees for its members to use, (2) standard methods and
formulas for Chapters to provide to members for calculating compensation and fees, and (3) other model contract provisions.
The FTC has alleged that these practices violate the Federal Trade Commission Act because they unnecessarily restrict members
of the AGO from competing with one another, restrict price competition, and deprive consumers of the benefit of competition.
To end the investigation expeditiously and to avoid disruption to its core functions, the AGO has voluntarily agreed to a Consent
Agreement and entry of a final Decision and Order by the FTC. In doing so, however, the AGO has not admitted any law violation.
In general, the FTC’s Order prohibits the AGO from:
• maintaining bylaws, a code of ethics, operational policies, or membership requirements that restrict its members from competing with one another for positions or for engagements for weddings, funerals, or other services, or competing in any other way,
including on price;
• interfering with members’ efforts to provide services and to compete on price;
• publishing documents such as fee schedules and model contracts for members to use when determining or securing compensation for their services.
The Order also requires the AGO to establish an antitrust compliance program.
The AGO is in the process of revising its Code of Ethics and other documents and publications to comply fully with these requirements and is implementing a robust antitrust compliance program to ensure its leaders, members and Chapters do so as
well.
In addition, some of the AGO Chapters currently have operational documents that contain provisions similar to those prohibited
by the FTC’s Order. The Order requires that the AGO may not accept or maintain a relationship with a Chapter that does not
abide by the Order’s provisions. Each Chapter will therefore need to review its code of ethics, operational policies and procedures, membership requirements, and documents relating to fees, compensation, or model contracts, and remove all prohibited
provisions. Each Chapter will need to certify to the AGO that it has done so before a deadline set in the Order or the AGO will
remove it as a Chapter.
When the FTC Order has been finalized, it will be distributed to Chapters and will be available on the AGO website. Click here
to see a copy of the FTC’s Order. It is also available on the Federal Trade Commission website at www.FTC.gov.
Sincerely yours,
James E. Thomashower
Executive Director
Michael Bedford
President

